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Your Serene Highness, 

Mr. President of the Truce Foundation, 

Distinguished guests, 

Dear friends, 

 

It is with the greatest sense of humility that I accept the honor you bestowed on me 

with the Truce Foundation President’s Award in the margins of the Olympic Winter 

Games Milano-Cortina 2026 placed under the theme of ARMONIA (Harmony). 

 

Allow me to briefly mention how the link between the Olympic Truce, the Olympic 

Winter Games, the International Olympic Committee, Monaco, and the United 

Nations has developed and strengthened over the last three decades. 

 

In my capacity first as a junior diplomat, and then as Permanent Representative of 

Monaco to the United Nations I have witnessed the evolving role of sport in the 

United Nations Agenda. 

 

So, I would like to seize this opportunity to acknowledge the unique partnership 

between the two most representative organizations in the world, the IOC and the 

UN, and underscore why their commitment for the shared values they embody is 

even more relevant in today’s world. 

 

The IOC and the UN 

 

A few months before the Olympic Winter Games Lillehammer, the United Nations 

General Assembly adopted a resolution reviving the ancient Greek tradition of 

‘ekecheiria’ or Olympic Truce which was held to ensure safe passage for the athletes 

competing in the Olympic Games. This was the first resolution cosponsored by 

Monaco as a newly admitted UN Member State under the leadership of then Crown 

Prince Albert of Monaco, already Olympian, and IOC Member. 

 

Before every Olympic Games the President of the General Assembly launches a 

Solemn Appeal to urge countries to implement cease fire and favor peace talks. 

 

In the following decade, the General Assembly adopted a new theme: Building a 

peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic Ideal in 2005; it then 

granted the Observer status to the IOC in 2009, prior to the Vancouver Winter Games 

which was instrumental in furthering the partnership between the two institutions. 

 



Serving as the co-chair of the Group of Friends for sport at the UN since 2010 I can 

testify of the increasing role of sport as a tool for peace and development, an enabler 

of sustainable development, and a positive force of cohesion in an ever-increasing 

tumultuous world. 

 

Sport has remained a beacon of hope and dialogue within the UN Community and 

its partners, NGOs, Civil Society, and academia, to name a few. 

 

 

A Truceful moment 

 

If sport in the UN Agenda went from a symbol of peace and understanding between 

Nations to a force of implementation for peace and development, it is our shared 

duty as individuals but also in our collective endeavors to further strengthen that 

unique power by exposing the facts, educating the youth, and spreading the Olympic 

values. 

 

Ahead of the Winter Games Milano-Cortina, Pope Leo XIV described the Olympic 

Truce as an “instrument of hope” and a “symbol of a reconciled world”. 

As President Coventry stated at the Opening Ceremony: “I am because we are”. 

 

For a quarter of a century, the Truce Foundation promoted fair play, respect, 

excellence, and unity. 

 

In a time of mis information and disinformation, a data driven Truce compliance 

index empowers citizens in giving them access to facts and holding countries around 

the world accountable for their actions. 

 

The principles and values enshrined in the UN Charter and the Olympic Charter are 

more than ever moral compasses. The culture of peace can be taught. “We the 

peoples” can agree to disagree with respect of our differences but in the 

understanding of our shared humanity. Just athletes do in taking the Olympic Oath. 

 

Let’s choose competition but not confrontation, 

Let’s choose compassion over selfishness, 

Let’s enrich one another in the spirit of the Olympic Truce, 

 

Faster, Higher, Stronger - TOGETHER. (“Citius, Altius, Fortius – Communiter”) 

 

 

  

 

 


